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Chief’s Corner
By Deputy Chief Mike Carnes
East County Fire and Rescue is
proud to be your emergency
services provider. We serve
10,000 people over 60 square
miles in the unincorporated
areas of Vancouver, Camas
and Washougal.
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2008. Since then, our levy rate has fallen to $1.29.
(Levy rates fall as property values rise, which limits
the fire district to roughly the same amount of
funding each year.)

We have spent the past several months educating
our community about challenges we are facing to
maintain emergency service levels. Call volumes
have increased 52 percent since 2007, and revenue
is not keeping up with the demand for service.
The fire district is limited to a one percent revenue
increase per year while inflation alone is
approximately 3-4 percent.

If approved by voters, the cost would be an
additional 21 cents per $1,000 (or $7.87 per month
for the owner of a $450,000 home). Funding will be
used to maintain emergency service levels and our
community insurance rating. This rating is linked to
the amount home and business owners pay for
insurance premiums.

Voters will have the chance to restore funding for
emergency services by returning the fire levy to
$1.50 per $1,000 of assessed property value.
Voters originally approved a fire levy of $1.50 in

More information about the lid lift can be found on
our web site at www.ecfr.us or you can contact me
personally at (360) 834-4908 or mcarnes@ecfr.us.
All communication is welcome and becomes part
of the public record.

Fire Prevention Week: Look. Listen. Learn.
October 7-13, 2018 was Fire Prevention Week. This
year’s theme was “Look. Listen. Learn. Be aware.
Fire can happen anywhere.” The campaign works
to educate people about three basic but essential
steps to take to reduce the likelihood of having a
fire––and how to escape safely in the event of one.
The first step is to “LOOK” for
places fire could start. Take a good
look around your home. Identify
potential fire hazards and resolve
them.

Next up, “LISTEN” for the sound of the
smoke alarm. You could have only
minutes to escape safely once the
smoke alarm sounds. Go to your
predetermined meeting place outdoors,
which should be a safe distance from the home
and where everyone should know to meet.
“LEARN” two ways out of every
room and make sure all doors and
windows leading outside open
easily and are free of clutter.
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Training for Aviation Emergencies
Having the Port of Camas/Washougal Airport in our
service area encourages commerce and provides
recreational opportunities. While beneficial, this
facility does present its own set of risks and we
have been fortunate to have the Camas Washougal
Aviation Association (CWAA) assist us in preparing
for an emergency involving small aircraft.
All of our firefighters have been trained in how to
respond to a crash, fire, medical emergency, or fuel
spill. Each year, they are refreshed on this specialized
training, as well.
In fact, we spend a lot of training throughout the
year! East County Fire & Rescue has a total of 40
members who attend about 1,050 different training
sessions throughout the year. On a yearly basis, our
firefighter and emergency medical technicians
record about 2,500 hours of training in a wide
range of firefighting disciplines.

Additionally, the CWAA has provided our firefighters
an opportunity to visit an airplane hanger and to
orient within the interior of planes. Dr. Steven
Sachs, a pilot member of CWAA, has coordinated
two classes for our firefighters on how to shut
down a plane in an emergency. In a perfect world,
we’d never have to use this training in real life, but
this hands-on practice enhances our training and
preparedness in the event of an aviation emergency.
Thank you to the CWAA for being a great resource
and partner!

